a Napa of the North

The Okanagan,
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fwna, which combines a pedestrian-

Mly waterfront and mountain views

tn tracts of gas stations and big-box

stores. As we headed south, sprawl scon

gave way to sun-dappled elm: id rolling
hills covered in cherry trees.

AL our first stop, the Cedar Creck Estate
Winery, we found a flourishing rose garden,
o terrace restaurant and tasting room in o
Mediterrancan-style building, and 50 acres
of still young vines producing pinot noir,
pinot gris, chardonnay, gewlirziraminer,
ehrenfelser, riesling and merlot grapes.

“The Okanagan is a really young wine re-
Blon" Cedar Creek's president, Gordon
Fitzpatrick, said. “We're just getting start-
ed, but there’s a lot of promise here In
1988, the Canadinn government sponsored o
vine-pulling program, offering Incentives to
growers already in the Okanagan (o yank
out their native American and  hybrid
French vines and replant with higher-qual-
Ity European varietals, "We started our win-
ery In 1986, and it was only in 1891 that we
pulled out all the old vines,” Mr. Fitzpatrick
sald.

Cedar Creek was voted Canada’s Winery

agan:

ONE PADDLE Lake Okana-
gan, the biggest of three

ular with kayakers,

is pop-

lowna, British Columbin, are set along 70-mile-long Lake Okanagan

A Northern Napa Emerges

TWO WHEELS Th
also a cyeling center; on
an abandoned section of
the Kettle Valley Railway.
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120 wineries in the ar
tasting at Quails’ Gate Es-
tate,
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