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worth tasting. Here, our win

region—and which bottles t
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M Canadian Classics Above: Chardsnnay

and Pinat grapes growing on the basks
of Okanagan Lake, ot Misslan Hill Family
Eitata, in Westbartk, Laft: A selection
from Carmelis Goat Chesss Artizan, o
boutiqus diry in Kelowna,

ry s producing Pinot Noirs and Rieslings well
€ expert's primer on the best way to explore the
o take home with you, By Bruce Schoenfeld

WHERE 15117 The northernmost serious wine
region in the workd, the Okanngan Valley
runs for 125 milos along n chiin of lnkes
that stretches from Armatrong, British
Calumbin, south to the Washington border.
The views are spectacular: Imngine Lake
Tahoe as u backdrop for the Napa Valloy
Pinot Noirs nnd Rieslings are the hoadliners,
but producers offer sverything from
robuit reds to ice wing

WHY GO ROWT In 1995, the Okanngan hed 26
winaries, and wines of varinble quality.
Now there nre 74 wineries, and thanks to n
alight rise in the nverage yearly temporatiirs,
MDAL grape varieties can achiovs full
ripiniess. Thors nre anly 5,300 acres of vines
i the Fegion—fower acres than some
individunl producers own in Californin and
Australin—so little Okanagan wine beaves
Canadn, All the mare reason te hive a taste
ot the wineries and Lo take some bottles
ome. Tourism has grown along with the
wine industry, so many of the best dining
options aro at the winorios themeelves,

and each yenr, more propertios are adding
accommodations as well

THE STRATEGY Base yoursalf in Kelowna
Tgnore the motel-like sign and beok a room
at Holel Eldorado (500 Cook R, 866/ 605-

5 eldoradakefo oy doubles
from 3581, a lakeside lodgoe with claw-
foot bathtubs, firepluces, cark fAoors, and
a thriving bar, Try oat-crusted arctic
char at Fresco Restavrant & Lounge (1560
Water S 250/ 8688805 i fresco.
restaurant nel;dinner for fwo $90), whore

te of Vaneouver Talands

Wicknninnish Inn—has established himself
a8 the neea's top chef, [n the morning,
take a preemptive hike on the Mission Creek

Winery Hopping
CedarCreek (5445 Lakeshore Rd.;
B50/TEd-5566; needarcreek

h summer with
n sunset concort s and
restaurant sorving game sasages
nnd othor wine-riendly food st
Iunch. But CodarCreek's ripe, high-
azid Elrenfelaer, mado from
an obscure Rigaling- Sylvanor
and erafted by ponytailed
Californian Tom DiBello, is
available to taste anytime

Hisslon Hill Family Estate
(1730 Misaion Hill Rd,, Westbank;
250/ T8 648, www. missionhid!
wingry.com), & modern take on ald-
world architecturs, & one of the
most impreasive wineries anywhero
o reparted $26 million investmaont
by the owner of Mike's Hard
Lemonade—aet on n rise abave
Okanagan Lake, Shakesponre is
performod in an amphitheater,
private dinners are served beneath a
Chagall tapestry, and n gorgeous
kitchon doubles as o cooking-class
studio, The wines, such as the
fragrant yet crisp Five Vinoynrds
Pinot Blunc, can't match the splendor
of their setting, but they came
clesc. Bottle for bottle, no Canadian
property is more accomplished

Hk'Mip Cellars (1400 Rancher Creek
Rd., Osoyoos; 250/ 4952985, wuns,
nkmipeellars.com), owned and eperated
by the Onoyoos Indian Band in a
Jaint venture with national powerhousoe
Vincor Conada, sits on a lakefrant
i mile from the Washington border.
Recontly, 44 Snnta Fe-style villas,
outfitted with flat-screen TVE and
Aveda toiletries, have sprung from the
wohl (doubles from £230), alang with
 ning-k golf course and the D
& Heritage Contre. The wines are
ambitious than the resort amenities,

e improving by the vinta

i o from 26

, 18 a8 gummy and minerally

ai 0 Ricaling ought to be.

Quails' Gate Estate Winery
(3303 Bowcherie Rd.; 250/ 769, 4451;
m) winemakor
/AnEOUVEE

wplit the difference between th
tropical-fruit notes of o Kiwi bottling
and the Aoral arematics typieal af
the Okanagan region. His 2001

we Pingt Noir is particularly

h. The new glass-and-cedar
0]d Vines Patio Restaurant
everlooking Okanagan Lake serves
imaginntive senfood dishes, and
a L0-unitinn is in the works, +

Chardennay 2004 ($15)
aver-extracted, or aver-an
® Miszicn Hill Family Estate’s 5.L.C. Syrah
2002 ($36) has come of age in ita fifth
Ko and might by el
polished bottle of red. @ Swe
unctusus, Hk'Mip Cellar's Qwam Gwmt
Rinsling lca Wine 2005 ($563) is & worthy
afbling to attles of ¥
rties Inniskillin an
wuperior example of th
precinted grape, Quails’ Gate Estate
Winery's Limited Release Chenin Blanc
2004 ($17) has high-toned lemon Aavors

DESTIHATION Okanagan Valley, British Columbin
WHEHTO &0 Fall, when farmars’ markets brim with Greenway, then negnta the benphits with
| croiesants ot La Boulsngeria (100-3140

Lakeshore Rd.; 250/ 762-3466; breakfast for two
#1.75) or n pienic with a sweet, mutty
parmednn or raw-milk chives from Carmelis
GeatCheesa Artlsan (170 Timberline Rd.;
SE0MTO-0341; wiow carmelispoatehesse com).
From Carmelis, nll the area's winerios
are within n Balf-day's drive. 3

Iocsl prodisce and summer crowds have dispersed
GETTING THERE Alaska Alrlines alfers fiva daily
flights fram Seatile, and Air Canada and West/at
have direct service from Calgary or Vanceuver

1o Kelowna Alrport (LW), The valley's southern tip
Isthree miles northofthe US, barder on Highway 97
INSIDERTIP Some restaurants closs d Uring the
winler, so be sureto eall ahead
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5 Wine Cowntry Plaasuras Clockwise

T rom lar lade An alterncon abthe

s baach im Sunset City Park,

et Kelorwra the lervace st Miion Hill
winary's reitausant; Dungaoass
erab “rappuccino woup” 9t Frascs
Restaurant, ln downtown Kelowna;
the sun sets over Okanagan Lake,

Janathas Spragus
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